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This project 582500-CITIZ-1-2016-2-IE-CITIZ-TT was funded with the support of the European Union under the Programme “Europe for Citizens”.

Applicable to Strand 2 – Measure 2.1 “Town Twinning”

Participation: The project involved 70 citizens, notably 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 45 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The events took place in Killarney, Ireland from 21st August 2017 to 25th August 2017.

Short Description:

The day of 21/08/2017 was dedicated to the arrival, renewal of old friendships and creation of new ones.

The day of 22/08/2017 was dedicated to exchange of information on local democracy, volunteering and citizen involvement.

The day of 23/08/2017 was dedicated to discussion on  EU citizenship and co-operation.

The day of 24/08/2017 was dedicated to discussion on potential areas of co-operation and analysis of the success of the project.

The day of 25/08/2017 was dedicated to farewells and departure of the participants from Pleinfeld.

Applicable to the Strand 2 – Measure 2.2 “Network of Towns”
19 events have been carried out within this project.

Event 1 – Transport of German participants from Kerry Airport to Scotts Hotel, Killarney
Participation: The event involved 28 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 3 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Kerry Airport on 21st August 2017.

Short Description: The aim of the event was to informally welcome the participants and escort them to their accommodation.

Event 2 – Provide accommodation for participants in Scotts Hotel

Participation: The event involved 30 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 5 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Kerry Airport on 21st August 2017.

Short Description: The aim of the event was to get the participants settled in their accommodation and ensure that everything was satisfactory.
Event 3 – Civic Reception.

Participation: The event involved 41 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 16 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Scotts Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 21st August 2017.

Short Description: The aim of the event was to formally welcome the participants. The Mayor of Killarney, the Mayor of County Kerry and the Municipal District Manager addressed the group.

Event 4 – Welcome Dinner

Participation: The event involved 35 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 10 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in The Plaza Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 21st August 2017.

Short Description: Mr Brendan Griffin T.D., Minister for Tourism and Sport, addressed the participants and emphasised the importance of the project.

Event 5 – Workshop with Killarney Voluntary Organisations

Participation: The event involved 70 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 45 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in The Plaza Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 21st August 2017.

Short Description: The aim of the event was to introduce the participants from Pleinfeld to representatives of voluntary organisations in Killarney. The organisations represented came from Sport, Community, Health, Education and Business. Arrangements were made for individual meetings and visits to the headquarters of the organisations on 23rd August 2017. The workshop was opened by Mr Sean Kelly, MEP who addressed the participants.

Event 6 – Seminar on Local Democracy

Participation: The event involved 37 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 12 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Scotts Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 22nd August 2017.

Short Description: Presentations were made by a former member of Killarney Town Council and the former Town Clerk outlining the system of local government in Killarney. A general discussion followed on the similarities and differences between the systems that apply in Ireland and Germany. 

Event 7 – Guided tour of Killarney House and Gardens

Participation: The event involved 32 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 7 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Killarney House and Gardens, Killarney, Ireland on 22nd August 2017.

Short Description: A guide informed the participants of the history of the house and gardens and their importance to Killarney. Following the tour, a local historian guided the group through the town to the local St Mary’s Cathedral while outlining the cultural development of the town.

Event 8 – Guided tour of Muckross House and Gardens

Participation: The event involved 34 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 9 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Muckross House and Gardens, Killarney, Ireland on 22nd August 2017.

Short Description: A guide informed the participants of the history of the house and gardens and their contribution to the development of the tourism industry in Killarney. 

Event 9 – Social Evening

Participation: The event involved 35 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 10 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in the International Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 22nd August 2017.

Short Description: An informal opportunity to mingle and carry on further discussions.

Event 10 – Seminar on EU Citizenship

Participation: The event involved 57 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 32 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Scotts Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 23rd August 2017.

Short Description: Representatives from Killarney gave a presentation on the Irish commitment to EU citizenship and the apprehension emanating from the impending BREXIT.  A general discussion followed.

Event 11 – Visit to Liebherr Container Cranes Ltd

Participation: The event involved 10 citizens, including 5 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 5 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Liebherr factory, Killarney, Ireland on 23rd August 2017.

Short Description: Participants were given a guided tour of the facility. Liebherr is a german company and has a business connection with W.L. Gore & Associates in Pleinfeld.

Event 12 – Visit to Killarney Golf and Fishing Club and Dooks Golf Club.

Participation: The event involved 20 citizens, including 12 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 8 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Killarney Golf and Fishing Club and Dooks Golf Club, Ireland on 23rd August 2017.

Short Description: Discussions took place on furthering the business and sporting links between the clubs and Golfclub Zollmuhle, Pleinfeld.

Event 13 – Visit to Killarney Diocesan Youth Service

Participation: The event involved 13 citizens, including 5 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 8 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Killarney Diocesan Youth Services, Killarney, Ireland on 23rd August 2017.

Short Description: Delegates were given an overview of facilities provided for young people.

Event 14 – Visits to sporting, voluntary, community, religious, educational and health facilities

Participation: The event involved 57 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 32 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in various locations within Killarney, Ireland on 23rd August 2017.

Short Description: The aim of this event was to continue the discussions begun at the workshop on 21st August 2017. Subgroups from Pleinfeld visited facilities which were of particular interest to them personally.

Event 15 – Visit to Killarney Race meeting

Participation: The event involved 36 citizens, including 13 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 23 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Killarney Racecourse, Ireland on 23rd August 2017.

Short Description: An opportunity for participants to mingle with local citizens while attending a race meeting. Horse racing is a historic cultural activity in Ireland.

Event 16 – Workshop to discuss the project.

Participation: The event involved 59 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 34 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in Scotts Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 24th August 2017.

Short Description: Representatives from Pleinfeld reported on the discussions with and visits to the various community and voluntary organisations. Discussions took place on the merits of the project and possibilities for future collabotations.

Event 17 – Farewell Dinner

Participation: The event involved  47 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 22 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in the Failte Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 24th August 2017.

Short Description: Farewell speeches and summations of the project.

Event 18 – Celtic Steps Concert

Participation: The event involved 65 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 40 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in the INEC, Killarney, Ireland on 24th August 2017.

Short Description: A concert of traditional Irish music, singing and dancing. A further opportunity for the delegates from Pleinfeld to savour Irish culture.

Event 19 – Farewells and transport of German participants to Kerry Airport

Participation: The event involved 55 citizens, including 25 participants from the city of Pleinfeld, Germany and 30 participants from the town of Killarney, Ireland.

Location/Dates: The event took place in the Scotts Hotel, Killarney, Ireland on 25th August 2017.

Short Description: Final farewells
Additional funding for this project was provided from Kerry County Council Community Support Fund.

The Killarney Town Twinning and Sister Cities Association would like to acknowledge the assistance and support of;

Kerry County Council, Killarney Municipal District, National Parks and Wildlife Service, Kerry Diocesan Youth Services, Killarney Racecourse,   
Holy Cross Gardens Day Centre, Killarney Community Hospital, Killarney Brewing Company, Liebherr Container Cranes Ltd., Celtic Steps, 
Scotts Hotel, Killarney Plaza Hotel and Spa, Failte Hotel, International Hotel, Kerry Coaches, Flynn’s Bus company

And the  members of the voluntary, community, sporting and business organisations who gave so freely of their time during the event.
